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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to because many of the drawings have handwritten 
elements and titles. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 10-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Neumann (U.S. Pat. 5,303,151). 

As per claims 10 and 19, Neumann teaches an apparatus and system for 
assisting a language translator, comprising: 

a target text unit definition module (user desires to translate source language into 
a target language hence it would necessarily need a module to define the source 
language, col. 4, lines 65-68); 

a source text unit definition module (source language preparer prepares the 
source document for translation, col. 6, lines 39-48); 



Application/Control Number: 09/944,766 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2655 

an entry preparation module (translation handle generator underlines source text 
to translate and inserts a translation handle after the underlined area for future insertion 
of the target text, col. 7, lines 1-20); and 

a source text unit delete module (deletes source text after translation, col. 16, 
lines 27-30 and Fig. 15B). 

4. As per claim 1 1 , Neumann teaches an execution check module (determines if 
source language terms still remain to be translated, col. 10, lines 9-13). 

5. As per claim 12, Neumann teaches a cursor paragraph module (retrieves 
paragraph of the current insertion point for the insert target term command, col. 8, lines 
24-33). 

6. As per claim 13, Neumann teaches a cursor move module (move forward and 
move back commands, col. 47). 

7. As per claim 14, Neumann teaches a non-empty paragraph find module (tag 
paragraph program uniquely identifies each paragraph in the source language 
document, col. 6, lines 55-61). 

8. As per claim 15, Neumann teaches a move module (moves position indicator 
every time a new source term is compared, col. 13, lines 30-32). 

9. As per claim 16, Neumann teaches a character scan module (deletes all 
paragraph tags hence it inherently scans for the tags in the text, col. 65) 

10. As per claim 17, Neumann teaches a variable re-initialization module (assigns a 
paragraph tag to every paragraph sequentially from a first to last paragraph, this 
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inherently needs to be re-initialized for every new source document, col. 10 line 53 to 
col. 11, line 9). 

11. As per claim 18, Neumann teaches a stop module (if all source terms have been 
translated then the translation stops and returns to the word processor, col. 10, lines 42- 
46). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Neumann. 

As per claims 1, 6, and 8, Neumann teaches a computer-assisted method, 
apparatus and a computer readable medium for assisting a language translator, 
comprising: 

highlighting an area of source text to be translated into a target language 
(emphasizes the source text by underlining it, col. 4, lines 33-37); 

allowing insertion of text in the target language before the highlighted area of 
source text (inserts target language text at the insertion point which is prior to the 
source language text, Fig. 14B, element 1404); and 
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removing the highlighted area of source text after insertion of text in the target 
language (deletes underlined source text after translation, col. 16, lines 27-30 and Fig. 
15B). 

Neumann does not specifically teach nor suggest inserting the text in the target 
language following the source text. 

However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the system of Neumann 
to alternatively insert the target language text following the highlighted area because 
there are no advantages to inserting the target text following the highlighted area as 
opposed to before it. Both methods would work equally well and serve the same 
purpose. 

14. As per claims 2, 7 and 9, Neumann teaches: 

determining if a second area of source text is available for translation 
(determines if source language terms still remain to be translated, col. 10, lines 9-13); 
and 

highlighting the second area of source text when the second area of source text 
is available for translation (performs underlining for each source term, col. 4, lines 33- 
37). 

15. As per claim 3, Neumann does not specifically teach or suggest determining if 
the execution of the method is a first iteration of the method. 

However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that processing would differ in 
translation systems between the first and future iterations. Therefore, it would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the 
system of Neumann to determine if the current execution is the first iteration because 
this would indicate to the system that certain preprocessing must be done such as 
initializing variables and moving the translation dictionaries into active memory. 

16. As per claim 4, Neumann teaches defining the area of source text prior to 
highlighting the area of source text (matches source terms in product glossary hence 
defining them prior to underlining, col. 4, lines 33-37). 

17. As per claim 5, Neumann teaches executing the method for each paragraph of 
source text in a document (performs translation of entire source document hence 
performing it for every paragraph, Fig. 20B). 

Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kumano (U.S. Pat. 5,978,754), Ogilvie (U.S. Pat. Pub. 
2003/0040899A1), D'Agostini (U.S. Pat. 2003/0040900A1 ), and Scanlan (U.S. Pat. 
6,857,022) teach systems for assisting users in language translation. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew J Sked whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8663. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:00 am - 4:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Talivaldis Smits can be reached on (703) 306-301 1. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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